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FIRST DAY SUCCOT 2001
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Succot is known as Zeman Simchaseinu, the day of our joy. In fact, in the
Talmud, when it refers to Chag, the holiday, it always means Succot, yet in
the Haphtorah for the first day of Succot, we learn about war, about a terrible
war in which we find that Jerusalem will be ravaged, split in two, and that
people’s flesh will fall off, almost like the consequences of an atomic war.
‘Why should we read this on such a joyous holiday? What's more, why in the
Gemora does it say that there are no more happy days than Tu B'Av and Yom

Kippur? It does not mention Succot at all.

Perhaps the answer to this is that Tu B'Av and Yom Kippur have to do with
marriage. We know that for many years there was a decree that a Jew from
one tribe could not marry another Jew from another tribe, the reason for this
being that they did not want property to be alienated from one tribe to
another. The day that this decree was nullified was Tu B'Av, and it caused a
great deal of rejoicing in Israel because now young people from the different
tribes of Israel could marry each other. We all learn that there was a terrible
civil war in Israel between the eleven tribes of Israel and the Tribe of

Binyomin. It seems that a man had traveled with his concubine to a city in
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the Tribe of Binyomin. People congregated around him, removed the
concubine, raped her, and killed her. This was considered a terrible disgrace,
as indeed it is. The tribes of Israel wanted the culprits to be handed over to
them, to be tried by the national Sanhedrin, but the Tribe of Binyomin refused
and said that it would deal with this matter themselves. Because they refused
to hand over the culprits, a civil war occurred in which the Tribe of Binyomin
was decimated. A ban was also placed upon marrying anybody from the
Tribe of Binyomin. In fact, at one point, the Tribe of Binyomin ran out of
women, and they had to kidnap women from other tribes to get wives. This
was like the story of the Sabine Women with the Romans. The day that this
decree was nullified was also Tu B'Av, and now everybody could marry

people from the Tribe of Binyomin.

On Yom Kippur, we wear white because it is a day of joy, and because we
know we will be forgiven, and we can start anew, fresh. It was a day on
which engagements were announced. The girls would all go and dance in the
vineyard close to the Temple in borrowed white garments, and matches would
be made. This was a very happy time for individuals especially. Succot,
however, celebrates a national reconciliation between G-d and man.

According to the Tilner Gaon, the succah that we are remembering on the
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holiday of Succot is not the huts that the Jewish people lived in when they
wandered in the desert, but it was the clouds of glory which protected them
during their 40 years of wandering in the desert. The problem with this
interpretation was that these clouds of glory came immediately to the Jewish
people when they left Egypt. Why then isn't Succot celebrated right after
Pesach? The answer the Vilner Gaon gives is that it is not the original resting
of the clouds upon the Jewish people that we are celebrating, but it is the
return of these clouds. When the Jewish people worshipped the golden calf,
the clouds left them. The Jewish people were not forgiven for the sin of the
golden calf until Yom Kippur. The day after Yom Kippur, Moshe commanded
them to bring offerings to build the Tabernacle. On the 12th and 13th, they
brought different materials, and on the 14th the artisans began to work, and
on the 15th the clouds of glory returned. The Jewish people were reconciled

to G-d.

The great joy of Succot is the fact that there is reconciliation, that G-d and the
Jewish people have been reconciled one to another. That's one of the reasons
we do not have to sit in the succah when it rains or it is too hot. When we are
uncomfortable, we do not have to sit in the succah. Why should this be?

After all, if we are uncomfortable on Yom Kippur, we still have to complete
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the fast. If we are uncomfortable on Pesach by eating matzah, we still have to
eat matzah. Of course, in life threatening situations we are free from eating
matzah. For example, if someone had celiac screw, a disease in which people
cannot eat gluten lest they die, or if you sick with diabetes or other diseases,
you do not have to fast, but just being uncomfortable? You have to fulfill the
mitzvah, but on Succot you do not have to fulfill the mitzvah. Succot speaks
about the reconciliation of G-d and man, and this reconciliation is based on
love and joy, and if we cannot be joyful, then it mars this reconciliation. The

whole emphasis of Succot is reconciliation.

That's why we read about war on Succot to teach us that war is not the last
word. At the end of the Haphtorah, we learn how all the nations of the world
will be reconciled to Israel, how they will be reconciled to each other, and
how they will all recognize that there is a G-d in the world, and they will all
come up every Succot to Jerusalem to acknowledge G-d. It is a Haphtorah
which ends with reconciliation. There is a great joy in being reconciled one

with another, when you are reunited on a higher plane.

That's a Jewish dream: that everybody and every nation and every human

being will be reconciled one with another. That is the great joy of Succot.
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We should never give up this dream. I remember how it seemed that America
would never reconcile itself to the Germans or the Japanese during World
War Two, but we have. Germany and Japan are democracies, and we have
reconciled ourselves to them. We have this great hope also that eventually
the Arabs and Jews will also reconcile themselves to each other. Ido not
believe that we can trust Arafat and a new leadership will perhaps have to
arise, but eventually we will be reconciled. The Oslo Agreements were based
on a delusion. Arafat wants to destroy us. He supports the terrorists, but it is

our dream that when a new generation arises, there will be peace among us.

That's why we say in our prayer, "And spread over us Your succah of peace.”
We know that just as we have reconciled to G-d, G-d will reconcile ourselves
to all the nations and to each other. That's the great joy of Succot. Let us all
hope and pray that we will never give up this dreams of reconciliation even
though we cannot implement it now, and those that think that we can are
setting Israel up to be destroyed, but eventually, it will come true, and let us
all hope and pray that the same will happen between the Moslem world and
the United States. Now will have to fight Osama bin Laden and the Taliban,

but we know eventually we will be reconciled.
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I am reminded of the story of a man who was called up to serve in the army.
The doctor examined him and said, "Is there any medical reason you shouldn't
serve in the army?" The young man replied, "Yes, half my intestines are
gone." The doctor was shocked and asked, "What do you mean?" The young
man said, "I have no guts.” We all must have guts to persevere through all
this difficult period, but we all hope and pray that if we keep dreaming about
this reconciliation will be worthy of having the Mashiach come quickly in our

day. Amen.




